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covering Schweidnitz. After several weeks of manoeu-
vring he had all but completed his arrangements for an
attack on Daun's position, when a courier arrived from
St. Petersburg announcing the deposition of the Czar
and the recall of the Russian troops.
In the course of six months. Peter had contrived to
outrage the national feeling in every conceivable way.
His wife Catharine, a princess of Anhalt-Zerbst, was a
woman of very remarkable ability, but, instead of allowing
himself to be guided and supported by her peterand :
superior sense, he had the folly to make her Catharine.
his enemy by a series of insults, culminating in a command
to decorate his mistress with the order of St. Catharine
at a great festival, and in a threat to shut her up in a
convent with her son, whom he stigmatised as illegitimate.
For years there had been no love between Peter and his
wife. Her infidelity had been as shameless as his, but
Catharine, while despising her husband, had put up with
his coarseness and folly in the hope of one day ruling
Russia in his name. It was only when this hope was
seen to be groundless, and when her own safety and that
of her son were threatened, that she began to plot the
Czar's removal.
Peter played completely into her hands.    Every class
was disgusted by his rash innovations.    Large but ill-
considered schemes of reform were mixed up
with trifling   and   vexatious  changes.     The gusts all8"
army was offended by the preference shown to classes-
Holsteiners, and by the Czar's infatuation for Frederick,
manifested by dressing up his guards in Prussian uniforms
and teaching them the Prussian drill, while he himself
appeared on all occasions  in the garb of a Prussian
colonel,   as   if  prouder   of   a   commission    bestowed
by  Frederick than   of  being the   commander of the
Russian army.   The clergy were at once alarmed by a

